Spring Term 2 2026

Gospel Value:
Compassion

This half term the pupils will be learning
about the Gospel value of compassion (linked
to our school value of Heartfelt Compassion).
Definition: Compassion - to show sympathetic

pity and concern for the sufferings or
misfortunes of others.

Famous Christian

Dr Thomas John Barnardo

Thomas John Barnardo was born in Dublin in 1845. In
1866, he arrived in London to train as a doctor. At the
time, unemployment, overcrowding and poverty were
widespread in London. A cholera epidemic swept
through the East End, killing several thousand people
and leaving many children orphaned.

Barnardo knew that many young children were sleeping
in gutters and on top of roofs. This made him want to
help even more. He opened a home for boys in Stepney
Causeway in 1870. It was the first of his homes for
children.

At the time of his death in 1905, his charity was caring
for over 8500 children in 96 homes. The last Dr
Barnardo’s home closed in 1989 but the charity

(Barnardo’s) continues to help disadvantaged children

throughout the United Kingdom to achieve success in

their lives.

You can find out a little more about Dr Barnardo by
watching the video clip by following this link:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/articles/zky7pg8

Ruth 1:16-17

Ruth loved her mother-in-law, Naomi, and had compassion for
her. Naomi’s husband and sons had died. In an act of selfless
compassion and empathy, Ruth travelled with Naomi back to
Bethlehem and settled there with her.

In chapter 1 of the book of Ruth, Ruth demonstrates her loyalty
and compassion for her mother-in-law, Naomi:

“Don’t ask me to leave you! Don’t beg me not to follow you! Every
place you go, | will go. Every place you live, | will live. Your people
will be my people. Your God will be my God. And where you die, |
will die. And there | will be buried. | ask the Lord to punish me
terribly if I do not keep this promise: Only death will separate us.”
(International Children’s Bible ICB)

If you’ve ever heard someone called "ruthless”, it means that
person is heartless or without compassion. The biblical Ruth
wasn’t ruthless. Instead, she is considered by many to be a
beautiful example of tenderness, care and biblical compassion.

How can you follow Ruth’s example and show compassion for
others?

Show Compassion this Easter

As we approach Easter, consider how you could show
compassion for others. Ideas you could try:

- Create care packages for the homeless, for
soldiers or those in need within your community.

- Donate unwanted toys, clothes or food to those
in need in your community.

- Make some kindness rocks. Paint rocks with
uplifting messages and symbols and place them
in public places for others fo find.
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